1 Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria 2 Imo State University Owerri, Owerri, Nigeria 3 National Institute of Pharmaceutical Research and Development, Abuja, Nigeria Background: Schistosomiasis haematobium has long existed in Agulu lake area of Anambra state, Nigeria. Many researchers involved in studies here had employed use of health education to sensitize community members on the transmission and prevention of urinary schistosomiasis. The question then is whether these campaigns were effective.
Methods & Materials: Four communities in the area known to be afflicted with the disease were selected. Five hundred respondents from 200 randomly selected households were involved. Individuals aged between 20 and 40 years formed the bulk of respondents. Questionnaire was the main instrument used during this study. It consisted of a series of open-ended and closed questions with discriminatory statements on popular beliefs and practices on S. haematobium in which agreement or disagreement was required
Results: Of the 500 respondents 120(24.0%) were previously infected with the disease. Eight six percent of the respondents associated the disease with passing of blood in urine. Thus they refer to it as Oya obala (disease with blood). Inspite of the fact that the symptoms are well known, majority 280(56%) did not associate the disease with swimming or wading in infected water. Drinking of dirty water, eating water snails, curse from gods, stage through which every child must experience during development were some of the reasons given for suffering from S. haematobium.
Conclusion:
The findings revealed a reasonable ignorance on the mode of transmission and causation and even treatment of the disease. This will therefore retard efforts in the control of the disease. It is therefore advocated that intensified efforts using health education campaigns should be mounted. This is not only by researchers but should also involve health workers in the Local Government Area as well as community members. Provision of essential amenities like water boreholes should also be instituted.
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